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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  KlNGSWOOD  URBAN  AREA 

for  the  Years  1944  and  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kingswood  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Reports  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Services  during  the  years  1944  and  1945.  It 
is  again  regretted  that  abnormal  conditions  prevented  the  printing 
of  the  Reports  earlier,  but  the  return  to  peace-time  conditions 
should  permit  me  to  rectify  the  position  in  future  years.  The 
Reports  are  the  50th  and  51st  presented  to  the  Council  since  the 
formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1894  and  are  submitted  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
the  Registrar  General. 

The  Report  for  1944  is  a “ Golden  Jubilee  ” number. 


I.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  General  Statistics. 


Year 

1944 

1945 

Area  of  District 

1,530 

1,530 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate 

acres 

acres 

mid-year 

16,540 

16,630 

Elevation  above  sea  level  (Hopewell  Hill) 
No.  of  inhabited  houses  December  (Rate 

373  feet 

373  feet 

Books) 

Estimated  No.  void  houses  (December  each 

4,825 

4,831 

year) 

Nil 

Nil 

Rateable  Value 

£'74,757 

£76,492 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£294 

£293 

(b)  Social  Conditions. 

The  general  employment  situation  during  1944/45  was 
extremely  favourable,  the  demand  for  labour  exceeding  supply. 
Persons  unemployed  were  mainly  those  with  medical  histories  and 
were,  in  fact,  unemployable.  There  is  approximately  a working 
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population  of  16,000  in  the  Kingswood,  Warmley  and  Mangotsfield 
areas,  of  which  it  can  be  estimated  that  some  7,000  are  employed 
in  the  Kingswood  area.  The  Boot  and  Shoe  Industry  and  the 
Engineering  Industry,  Kingswood’s  staple  trades,  have  been 
working  at  full  pressure  and  very  little,  if  any,  unemployment  was 


recorded  in  these  trades. 

(c)  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Year  1944. 

Total  M. 

Live  Births  . . Legitimate  370  206 

Illegitimate  13  6 

Stillbirths  . . Legitimate  11  9 

Illegitimate  — 

Deaths  . . ...  171  80 

Year  1945. 

Live  Births  . . Legitimate  314  153 

Illegitimate  20  9 

Stillbirths  . . Legitimate  8 5 

Illegitimate  1 — 

Deaths  ..  ...  220  111 


F. 

164  . . Birth  Rate  per  1,000  es- 
7 timated  resident  popu- 

lation, mid- 1944,  20T. 

Birth  Rate  England  and 
Wales,  17-6. 

2 . . Rate  per  1,000  total  popu- 

— lation,  0-7. 

England  and  Wales,  05. 

91  ..  Death  Rate  per  1,000  es- 
timated average  popula- 
tion, 103. 

England  and  Wales,  11  6. 

161  . . Birth  Rate  per  1,000  es- 

1 1 timated  resident  popu- 

lation mid- 1945,  20  0 

Birth  Rate  England  and 
Wales,  151. 

3 . . Rate  per  1,000  total  popu- 

1 lation,  05. 

England  and  Wales,  O' 46 

109  . . Death  Rate  per  1,000  es- 
timated average  popu- 

lation, 13' 4. 

Death  Rate  England  and 
Wales,  11-4. 


Year 

1944 

1945 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  (under  1 year) 

13 

11 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

25 

27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

3 
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TABLE  SHOWING  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
YEAR  1944. 


Cause  of  Death 

Und. 

lyr. 

1-5 

yrs. 

5-15 

yrs. 

15-25 

yrs. 

25-45 

yrs. 

45-65 

yrs. 

65-75 

yrs. 

75  & 
over 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paraty- 

phoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

5.  Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

3 

— 

— 

10 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

culosis 





— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

9.  Influenza 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

1 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

and  polioencephalitis 

12.  Acute  infectious  en- 

cephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— - 

— - 

— ■ 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal 
cavity  and  oeso- 

phagus  (males  only) 

13.  Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

— 

— . 

— . 

- — - 

1 

1 

— . 

2 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach 

and  duodenum  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

u 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

4 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other 

sites 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

3 

14 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

— . 

— . 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

2 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions 

. — . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

9 

3 

22 

19.  Heart  disease 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

11 

14 

22 

52 

20.  Other  diseases  of  cir- 

culatory system  . . . 

, — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

6 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

— 

— 

■ — . 

— . 

1 

3 

4 

3 

11 

22.  Pneumonia  ... 

2 

— . 

— . 

— . 

— 

1 

— . 

1 

4 

23.  Other  respiratory 

diseases 

24.  Ulceration  of  stomach 

or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— . 

2 

— 

— . 

3 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— - 

1 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

1 

27.  Other  digestive 

diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

28.  Nephritis 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— ■ 

3 

29.  Puerperal  and  post 

abortive  sepsis 

— 

— - 

— . 

— - 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

— 

30 . Other  maternal  causes 

3 1 . Premature  birth 

6 

— . 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

6 

32.  Congenital  malforma- 
tions, birth  injury 

infantile  disease  . . . 

4 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

4 

33.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

34.  Road  traffic 

accidents  ... 

— . 

— 

— " 

1 — 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

— 

— . 

— . 

— 

2 

. — . 

1 

3 

36.  All  other  causes 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

Totals 

13 

1 

1 

1 8 

17 

46 

45 

40 

171 
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TABLE  SHOWING  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
YEAR  1945. 


Cause  of  Death 

Und. 

1 yr. 

1-5 

yrs. 

5-15  | 
yrs.  | 

15-25 

yrs. 

25-45^5-65 
yrs.  j yrs. 

65-75 

yrs. 

75  & 
over 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  para- 

typhoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— - 

• — 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

- — ? 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

1 

— 

— 

10 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuber- 

culosis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

9.  Influenza 

10.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 . Acute  poliomyelitis 

and  polioencephalitis 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

12.  Acute  infectious  en- 

cephalitis  ... 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal 
cavity  and  cesopha- 

gus  (males  only) 

13.  Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

— 

— 

-4-^ 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach 

and  duodenum  . . . 

— 

— 

— . 1 

— 

— . 

1 

6 

1 

8 i 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

— 

— 

— 

i — - 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other 

sites 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

4 

12 

17.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 

lesions 

— 

— 

— 

k 

— 

2 

16 

9 

27 

19.  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

7 

20 

40 

70 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the 

circulatory  system 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

8 

21.  Bronchitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

6 

5 

12 

22.  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

3 

2 

8 

23.  Other  respiratory 

diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

24 . Ulceration  of  stomach 

or  duodenum 

l — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 

3 

years  of  age) 

3 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive 

diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

6 

29.  Puerperal  and  post 

abortive  sepsis  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

30 . Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Premature  birth 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

32.  Congenital  malform- 
ations, birth  injury 

infantile  disease  . . . 

5 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

5 

33.  Suicide  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

34.  Road  Traffic 

accidents 

— 

— » 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

* — 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

4 

10 

36.  All  other  causes 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

6 

4 

3 

17 

Totals 

11 

2 

5 

5 

13 

34 

67 

83 

220 
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II.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


(a)  Public  Health  Staff. 

A list  of  the  Public  Health  Staff  will  be  found  at  the  beginning 
of  this  Report.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  continues  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  South  Gloucestershire  Combined 
Districts.  Mr.  H.  J.  Bryant,  a Pupil  Inspector  in  the  Department, 
is  on  Active  Service  in  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Royal  Army 
Medicil  Corps. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examinations  of  swabs,  sputa  etc.,  is  carried  out  by 
arrangement  with  the  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Bristol 
University.  Bacteriological  examination  of  milk  samples  is  made 
by  the  Agricultural  Advisory  Department  at  the  University  under 
an  arrangement  between  them  and  the  Gloucestershire  County 
Council. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  criticism  has  been  made  of  the  ambulance  facilities  available 
in  the  area.  The  Bristol  St.  John  Ambulance  and  the  City  and 
Marine  Corps,  adequately  serve  the  needs  of  the  district.  For 
general  cases  of  infectious  disease,  the  Mangotsfield  Isolation 
Hospital  ambulance  is  available. 

(d)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

In  the  report  of  the  Kingswood  and  District  Nursing  Association 
for  1945,  reference  is  made  to  the  loyal  service  of  Miss  S.  G.  Jackson, 
Superintendent,  who  retired  on  the  31st  December  1944.  Miss 
R.  Hunt  was  appointed  as  her  successor.  The  Association  con- 
tinued its  good  work  despite  shortage  of  staff  and  the  figures  below 
indicate  the  variety  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Association.  The 
Bristol  and  Clifton  Nursing  Association  took  over  nursing  duties 
within  the  City  boundary  as  from  the  1st  January  1945,  and  the 
Kingswood  Association  relinquished  work  in  the  City  area  from 
that  date. 
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Description. 

Cases 

Visits. 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Cases 

361 

7,349 

General  Cases 

674 

29,954 

| Infant  Welfare  Centre  Visits 

91 

Ante-Natal  (home)  visits 

639 

Ante-Natal  (clinic)  visits 

159 

Post-Natal  visits 

6 

Casual  Visits  ... 

475 

Tuberculosis  (clinic)  visits  ... 

1 

J 

3 

Staff — 10  Nurses,  including  2 pupil  midwives  and  3 Queen’s 
Candidates. 


(e)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Dr.  H.  Kenneth  Cowan,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  on  the  work  of  the 
Soundwell  Health  Centre  : — 

“ This  Centre  has  been  in  use  since  October  1925,  and  within 
a few  years  it  was  found  that  the  accommodation  was  inadequate 
for  the  amount  of  work  carried  out.  Consequently  in  February 
1939,  extensions  were  made  to  the  building  so  as  to  provide  ac- 
commodation for  additional  services.  Owing  to  the  outbreak  of 
War  no  action  was  taken,  and  later  the  accommodation  was  taken 
over  for  Civil  Defence  purposes.  However,  in  spite  of  this,  it  was 
possible  to  continue  to  carry  out  a certain  amount  of  treatment 
work,  which  included  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments,  and  the 
examination  of  children  by  the  Special  Surgeons.  In  December 
1944,  a start  was  made  to  provide  additional  facilities  which 
included  daily  Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments, 
the  establishment  of  a Child  Welfare  and  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 
In  February  1946,  a Parents’  Club  for  Health  Education  was 
established  at  the  Centre. 


The  following  brief  statement  gives  information 
undertaken  during  the  year  1945. 

of  the  work 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

No.  of  cases 

1,094 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

No.  of  cases 

115 

Vision  Clinic  

No.  of  cases 

179 

Ear,  Nose  & Throat  Clinic  ... 

No  of  cases 

239 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

No.  of  attendances 

896 

Child  Welfare  Clinic 

No.  of  attendances 

1,201 

Ante-N atal  Clinic  ... 

No.  of  attendances 

1,442  " 
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The  Day  Nursery  at  Enmore  House,  Kingswood,  run  by  the 
Gloucestershire  County  Council,  has  continued  its  good  work 
throughout  the  year  and  has  met  a useful  need  in  the  Community 
in  that  toddlers  are  cared  for  at  the  Nursery  while  mothers  are 
engaged  elsewhere.  It  appears  that  Day  Nurseries  will  become  a 
permanent  feature  of  the  future  public  health  services. 

Despite  shortage  of  helpers,  the  work  at  the  Kingswood  Child 
Welfare  Centre  has  been  successfully  carried  on  and  the  figures 
below  indicate  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  two 
years  under  review  : — 

Number  of  attendances  by  mothers  ...  3,948 
Number  of  attendances  by  children  ...  4,040 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  undertaken  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  each  month  and  quite  a number  of  mothers  have 
taken  advantage  of  this. 

(/)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary. 

1.  Infectious  Diseases.  The  arrangements  for  the  use  of 
Mangotsfield  Hospital  for  treating  Kingswood  infectious  cases  have 
continued.  Owing  to  the  decline  in  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria,  there  has  been  less  call  on  the  service  of  the  hospital. 
As  proposed  legislation  dealing  with  medical  services  envisages 
the  provision  of  a comprehensive  hospital  service,  it  is  unlikely  that 
the  County  scheme,  which  was  suspended  in  1939,  will  be  revived. 
In  its  place,  it  is  probable  that  a more  ambitious  scheme  for  treat- 
ment of  infectious  disease  will  become  available  when  the  provisions 
of  the  proposed  law  are  brought  into  full  effect. 

2.  Smallpox.  The  Small-pox  Hospital  at  Chipping  Sodbury 
is  available  for  treatment  of  Kingswood  patients,  and  a retaining 
fee  of  £15  per  annum  is  paid.  The  Hospital  was  not  used  by 
Kingswood  during  the  year. 

3.  Tuberculosis.  Institutional  treatment  for  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis is  available  at  Stonehouse  Sanatorium,  Over  Hospital 
Gloucester,  and  for  surgical  cases  the  Bristol  Hospitals. 

4.  General  Hospitals.  Cossham  Hospital,  Kingswood,  has  dealt 
with  a considerable  number  of  Kingswood  residents  both  as  in- 
patients and  out-patients  and,  in  addition,  the  Bristol  Hospitals 
are  available  for  use  by  Kingswood  inhabitants.  These  are  the 
Bristol  Royal  Hospitals,  Bristol  Hospital  for  Women  and  Children, 
Bristol  Eye  Hospital,  Bristol  Eye  Dispensary,  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
(Bristol),  and  the  Maternity  Hospital  (Bristol).  Should  in-patient 
treatment  become  necessary  for  the  treatment  of  scabies,  this  is 
dealt  with  at  Chipping  Sodbury  Sick  Bay. 


12 


III.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

I am  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  report  on  water 
supplies  as  follows  : — 

Quality.  The  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  continues 
as  the  Statutory  Water  Undertaking  for  the  district  and  has 
maintained  a wholesome  supply  of  water  for  their  consumers.  The 
Company’s  water  is  regularly  sampled  by  its  Officers  and  I have 
access  to  the  records  at  any  time.  Independent  samples  are  also 
taken  by  the  Senior  Health  Inspector  at  intervals.  A detailed 
analysis  of  an  independent  sample  is  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
Inspector. 

Quantity.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  area  are  served  by  public 
mains  on  the  continuous  supply  system  and  although  the  Company 
draw  public  attention  to  the  need  for  conserving  water  supply 
during  dry  spells,  the  quantity  of  water  reaching  the  consumers 
has  been  satisfactory. 


Analyses.  The  following  is  a summary  of  output  water  samples 
taken  in  1944  and  1945  and  are  typical  of  the  supply  in  the  whole 
of  the  Company’s  area  : 


Source 

1.944 

1945 

Number  of 
samples 
taken 

Number 

containing 

B.Coli 

Number  of 
samples 
taken 

Number 

containing 

B.Coli 

Shipton  Moyne 

26 

— 

25 

— 

Frampton 

24 

— 

36 

1 

California 

3 

— 

4 

Bulk  supply  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Reservoirs 

27 

5 

24 

1 

Consumer’s  taps 

— 

— 

25 

8* 

Totals 

80 

5 

115 

11 

* all  in  one  area. 


Supply.  The  number  of  domestic  connections  to  the  public 
supply  at  the  31st  December  1944  was  4,877.  The  majority  of 
these  supplies  were  direct  to  the  houses,  but  in  a number  of  cases 
the  supplies  are  outside  the  premises.  I hope  to  supply  figures 
for  comparison  in  a future  report. 
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RAINFALL. 


Month 

Total  Depth  in  inches 

37  year 
average 

1944 

1945 

J anuary 

216 

1-87 

3T0 

February 

0-73 

2-96 

2-25 

March 

0-34 

106 

2 11 

April  ... 

233 

0-96 

2-02 

May  ... 

0-90 

2-56 

2T7 

June  ... 

2-68 

3-53 

2-72 

July  

2-28 

1-81 

2-92 

August 

342 

2-47 

2-98 

September 

355 

2-45 

2-47 

October 

4-56 

4-20 

3-55 

November 

523 

0-34 

307 

December 

2T0 

4-75 

3-57 

Totals 

30-28 

28-96 

32-48 

Rain  Days 

167 

161 

165-5 

In  1944  there  were  3 droughts  of  10  days  or  more,  but  weather 
was  not  exceptional. 

In  1945  there  were  5 droughts  of  10  days  or  more  : November 
was  the  driest  in  39  years  and  December  the  wettest  since  1934. 

Annual  rainfall  was  below  normal  from  September  1943  to 
February  1945,  above  normal  from  March  to  September  1945  and 
below  normal  from  October  to  the  end  of  1945.  The  calendar 
years  1941,  2,  3,  4,  and  1945  have  all  been  below  average. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Water  Company  for 
kindly  supplying  technical  information  on  the  water  supply  of  the 
district. 


IV.— HOUSING. 

In  my  Quinquennial  Report  for  the  years  1939/1943,  I referred 
briefly  to  the  deterioration  which  had  taken  place  in  the  conditions 
under  which  people  were  living.  The  passing  of  two  more  difficult 
years,  mostly  under  war  conditions,  has  not  improved  the  situation. 
The  maintenance  of  general  repair  work  has  been  considerably 
hampered  by  the  lack  of  labour  to  do  the  job  and  materials  to  work 
with.  Suspension  of  activity  in  regard  to  clearance  of  unfit 
dwellings  has  been  a regrettable  but  necessary  concomitant  of  the 
times  through  which  we  have  passed.  However,  with  the  cessation 
of  world  hostilities,  no  time  was  lost  in  preparing  plans  to  erect 
houses  in  order  to  relieve  the  dire  needs  of  the  area.  By  the  end 
of  1945,  the  Council  had  acquired  land,  contracts  for  erection  of 
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houses  had  been  placed  and  construction  actually  started  on  two 
permanent  sites.  The  Council  were  also  allocated  fifty  temporary 
houses,  preparation  of  sites  and  construction  of  the  houses  being 
commenced  before  the  close  of  the  year.  The  fullest  energies  of 
the  Council  will  need  to  be  directed  for  some  time  to  come  to  the 
provision  of  homes  if  the  overcrowded  condition  of  many  of  the 
dwellings  in  the  district  is  to  be  relieved.  The  number  of  ap- 
plications for  Council  houses  showed  a very  sharp  upward  trend 
in  the  closing  months  of  the  year.  Technical  details  in  regard  to 
housing  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Health  Inspector. 


V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

No  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  has  been  reported  to  me  under 
Section  17  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  nor  has  my  attention 
been  drawn  to  any  suspicious  circumstances  of  this  nature.  The 
Health  Inspectors  have  continued  to  maintain  strict  supervision 
over  the  foodstuffs  in  the  area  and  their  services  are  always  available 
to  any  trader  who  requires  an  opinion  on  the  condition  of  any 
foodstuff  in  his  possession. 


VI.— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(a)  Diphtheria. 

Aggregate  number  of  cases  reported  ...  13* 

Treated  in  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  12* 

Deaths  1 

*A  further  suspicious  case  was  notified  and  removed  to  hospital,  but  was  not  found  to  be  true 
diphtheria. 


It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  in  common  with  ex- 
perience throughout  the  Country  as  a whole,  the  incidence  of  this 
disease  has  materially  declined  and  the  average  number  of  cases  is 
very  small  compared  to  the  years  before  immunisation  became 
widely  practised.  The  following  return  indicates  the  number  of 
children  in  this  area  who  have  been  immunised  : — 


Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population. 
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DEATHS 

Number  of  cases 

included  in  preceeding 

column  in  which  the 

child  had  completed  a 

full  course  of 

immunisation 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Nil 

Number  of  Deaths 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Nil 

Age  at  date  of 
death 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 to  9 

10  to  15 

Totals 

C/3 

Number  of  cases 
included  in  preceeding 
column  in  which  the 
child  had  completed  a 
full  course  of 
immunisation 
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It  is  generally  desired  that  the  number  of  children  immunised 
should  be  in  the  region  of  80%  and  I regret  the  figures  indicate 
that  this  desired  standard  has  yet  to  be  obtained  in  Kingswood. 
The  deficiency  is  particularly  to  be  noted  in  children  under  school 
age  and  it  is  hoped  that  efforts  will  be  successful  in  the  near  future 
in  obtaining  the  co-operation  of  parents  in  having  children  immun- 
ised soon  after  reaching  the  age  of  one  year.  The  arrangements 
for  immunisation  of  children  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  free  treatment  is  available  through 
the  media  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  School  Medical  Services. 

(b)  Enteric  Fever. 

No  cases  have  been  notified  and  no  investigations  have  been 
necessary  in  connection  with  this  disease. 

(c)  Smallpox. 

No  case  of  smallpox  has  occurred  in  this  area  for  a number  of 
years,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  follow  up  a number  of  persons 
arriving  from  abroad  who  have  been  in  contact  with  smallpox  at 
some  point  ‘en  route’.  In  most  cases  vaccination  had  been  carried 
out  before  disembarkation,  but  in  a small  proportion  where  this 
had  not  been  done  it  was  necessary  to  keep  these  persons  under 
careful  observation.  Notification  of  contacts  is  received  from  the 
port  of  entry  and  as  some  of  these  contacts  have  developed  small- 
pox in  other  areas,  the  strictest  control  is  exercised  over  the  move- 
ments of  the  contact  during  the  period  of  risk. 

(d)  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  continue  to  be  notified.  The  great  majority  of  these  cases 
were  of  a mild  type,  many  of  them  being  nursed  at  home.  Where 
complications  arise,  or  for  some  other  reason  special  treatment  is 
required,  admission  to  hospital  is  arranged. 

(e)  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

One  case  reported. 

(/)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

One  case  reported. 

(g)  Measles. 

187  cases  reported,  the  majority  of  which  were  notified  during 
the  latter  end  of  1944  and  the  first  four  months  of  1945.  Since 
that  time  however,  very  few  cases  have  been  notified  and  it  can  be 
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assumed  that  the  increased  incidence  was  associated  with  the  usual 
recurrent  epidemic  and  also  to  a certain  extent  to  increased 
seasonal  incidence. 

(h)  Whooping  Cough. 

Fifty-one  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  the 
two  years  under  review. 

(i)  Scabies. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a slight  decrease  in  incidence  of 
scabies  during  the  two  years  under  review  and  arrangements  made 
with  the  City  of  Bristol  and  the  Chipping  Sodbury  Sick  Bay  have 
been  satisfactory.  The  chief  problem  which  arises  in  connection 
with  this  disease  is  the  occasional  difficulty  experienced  in  per- 
suading infected  families  to  undergo  treatment,  since  it  is  usually 
necessary  to  treat  all  members  of  the  family  at  the  same  time. 
No  special  action  under  the  Scabies  Order  1941  has,  however,  been 
necessary. 


TABLE  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 

YEAR  1944. 
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TABLE.  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 

YEAR  1945. 
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Total 

Deaths 

1.  1 " 1 1 1 1 
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[ Cases 

Ad- 
mitted 
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♦Including  one  case  not  confirmed. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
IN  WARDS  YEAR  1944. 


Disease 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Mount  Hill 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

2 

3 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

12 

4 

15 

21 

1 

Measles 

30 

15 

28 

28 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

j 36 

- 

5 

3 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

- I 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
IN  WARDS,  YEAR  1945. 


Disease 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Mount  Hill 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

9 

5 

5 

7 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Measles 

11 

32 

3 

14 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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VII.— CANCER. 

The  deaths  occurring  from  all  forms  of  Cancer  are  noted  earlier 
in  this  Report,  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that  they  conform 
to  the  average  over  the  previous  five  years.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  the  Cancer  death  rate  is  showing  a tendency  to  stabilise,  but 
statistical  returns  for  the  Country  as  a whole,  are  not  fully  com- 
parable, owing  to  factors  arising  from  War  conditions.  An  up-to- 
date  review  is  desirable. 


VIII.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  tables  give  information  regarding  the  notification 
of  tuberculosis  during  the  two  years.  My  report  of  last  year 
indicated  the  allowances  now  available  to  patients  undergoing 
treatment.  The  present  day  shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic 
staff  for  Institutions  is  reflected  in  the  inevitable  delay  of  admission 
of  patients  to  sanatoriums,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  difficulty  will 
be  overcome  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 


TABLE  SHOWING  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  — YEAR  1944. 
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DEATHS 

Non-Respiratory 

Female 

Nil 

1 

Male 

Nil 

' 

Respiratory 

Female 

2 years 

Infant 

21  years 
Munitions 

18  years 
Aircraft 

34  years 
Housewife 

26  years 

Shop 

Assistant 

26  years 

Box 

Factory 

Male 

34  years 
p 

42  years 
Labourer 

45  years 
Engineer 

aT 

NEW  CASES 

Non-Respiratory 

Female 

17  years 

Clerk 

Pleura 

16  years 

Scholar 

Cervical 

Gland 

3 years 

Infant 

L.  Hip 

Joint 

CO 

Male 

12  years 

Scholar 

Cervical 

Glands 

15  years 

Scholar 

Genito- 

urinary 

system 

41  years 
Engineer 
Epididymitis 

21  years 

Aircraft 

Peritoneum 

13  years 

Scholar 

Neck 

Glands 

14  years 

Scholar 

Cervical 

Glands 

j 31  years 

Aircraft 

Pleura 

Respiratory 

Female 

71  years 
Housewife 

43  years 
Housewife 

75  years 
Housewife 

19  years 

Clerk 

18  years 

Clerk 

21  years 
Housewife 

ccT 

Male 

35  years 

Aircraft 

30  years 

Clerk 

21  years 
p 

27  years 

Aircraft 

38  years 

Male  Nurse 

49  years 
? 

28  years 

Lorry 

Driver 

28  years 
ex  R.A.F. 

64  years 

Aircraft 

45  years 
? 

o' 

SHOWING  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES  — YEAR  1945. 


C/5 

tu 

£— l 

N on-Respiratory 

Female 

1 

Male 

2 years 

Infant 

Meninges 

8 

< 

w 

Q 

Respiratory 

Female 

31  years 
Drapery 
Assistant 

32  years 
Housewife 

21  years 
Housewife 

32  years 
Housewife 

25  years 

Housewife 

8 

Male 

49  years 
Factory 
worker 

33  years 
Labourer 

18  years 

Van 

Driver 

44  years 
Foreman 
Cable 
works 

NEW  CASES 

Non-Respiratory 

Female 

10  years 
Scholar 
Cervical 
Glands 

28  years 
Housewife 
Elbow 
joint 

24  years 
Housewife 
Lt.  Elbow 
joint 

16  years 

Neck 

Glands 

Shop 

Assistant 

• 

8 

Male 

7 years 

Scholar 

Cervical 

Glands 

19  years 

Army 

Carpo- 

Metacarpal 

Joint 

Rt.  Hand 

30  years 

Pleura 

Bus  Depot 
Worker 

8 years 

Scholar 

Cervical 

Glands 

2 years 

Infant 

Meninges 

6 years 

Scholar 

Left  Hip 

8 

Respiratory 

Female 

21  years 
Housewife 

32  years 
Housewife 

20  years 
Shorthand 
Typist 

21  years 

Cinema 

Usherette 

18  years 
Dressmaker 

19  years 
Waitress 

26  years 

Trained 

Nurse 

25  years 
Housewife 

ocT 

Male 

51  years 

Tailors 

Cutter 

39  years 

Male 

Nurse 

31  years 

Aircraft 

Fitter 

18  years 

Van 

Driver 

44  years 
Foreman 
Cable 
works 

36  years 
? 

35  years 

Fitter 

51  years 

? 

64  years 

Master 

Baker 

43  years 
p 

52  years 

Local 

Government 

Officer 

8 
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TABLE  SHOWING  NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS 
(TUBERCULOSIS)  IN  AGE  GROUPS  ETC.,  YEAR  1944. 


Age 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 



, 

| 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— j 

5-15  ,,  ... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— . 

— : 

. 



15-25  „ ... 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— . 



25-35  , , ... 

4 

— • 

1 

— 1 

1 

3 

— 

— 1 

35-45  

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— . 

45-55  ,,  ... 

2 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 55-65  „ ... 

1 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards  ... 

— 

2 

— 

— i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

10 

6 

7 

3 

3 

7 

— 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS 
(TUBERCULOSIS)  IN  AGE  GROUPS  ETC.,  YEAR  1945. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

\ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  ,,  ... 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  ,,  ... 

1 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25-35  „ ... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

35-45  ,,  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  „ ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— i 

— 

55-65  ,,  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— . 



— 

— 

— 

65  upwards  ... 

Totals  ... 

11 

8 

6 

4 

4 

5 

1 

— 
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IX.— GENERAL  REMARKS. 

I am  happy  again  to  confirm  that  the  district  has  maintained 
an  even  standard  of  health  despite  continued  economic  and 
rationing  difficulties  which  still  encumber  us.  It  must  be  obvious 
however,  that  the  paramount  need  at  the  present  time  is  the  pro- 
vision of  sufficient  housing  accommodation  to  allow  young  families 
to  establish  homes  of  their  own.  No  effort  should  be  spared  in 
achieving  this  aim  as  speedily  as  possible,  since  all  provisions  for 
the  building  of  a healthy  environment  can  be  to  a large  extent 
nullified  by  bad  home  conditions. 

I would  again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  active  and  whole- 
hearted co-operation  of  the  Senior  Health  Inspector  and  the  Public 
Health  Staff. 

I am, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  MENZIES  CORMACK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


October,  1946. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Senior  Health  Inspector 
on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 
for  the  Years  1944  and  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kingswood  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  this  report  covering  the  years 
1944  and  1945,  these  being  my  12th  and  13th  Annual  Reports. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

Two  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  private  wells  and  in 
both  cases  the  water  was  found  to  be  polluted  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  As  a temporary  measure  occupiers  of  the  premises 
concerned  were  advised  to  treat  the  water  before  consumption. 

A sample  of  water  from  the  public  supply  was  also  taken  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  with  satisfactory  results. 
The  following  is  a copy  of  a report  received  from  the  West  Glouces- 
tershire Water  Company. 

Analysis  of  sample  of  Shipton  Moyne  chlorinated  water  taken 
on  14th  January  1946. 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright. 

Colour — Normal  : Odour— Nil. 

Reaction,  pH — On  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  : 7 ‘8. 

Acidity  as  CO2  : 06. 

Electric  conductivity  at  20°C.  : 610, 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  CO3  24*5, 


28 


Results  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 


Ca 

Mg 

Na 

co3 

SO4 

Cl 

NO3 

SiC>2 

PrAr\Q  nlo  i Am  Ki  n 0 + 1 An  p 

7-8 

0*9 

14-7 

46 

4-6 

A 

10 

7-8 

1T7 

Calcium  Carbonate  . . . 

195 

i 

0*9 

22 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

3T 

0-6 

0-8 

Sodium  Carbonate  . . . 

T4 

22 

46 

Sodium  Sulphate 

68 

30 

4-6 

Sodium  Chloride 

76 

TO 

Silica  ... 

TO 

Difference 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180°C. 


11 

40-5 


Hardness — Total  23*0  ; Temporary  22 '5  : Permanent,  0 5. 
Free  Ammonia — 00100 — Ammoniacal  Nitrogen — 0*0080. 
Albuminoid  Ammonia — 0*000 — Albuminoid  Nitrogen — 0*0000 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F. — 0*0000 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates — 0*00  ; Nitrogen  in  Nitrites — Less  than 
0001. 

Metals — Iron  : 0.015  : Other  metals  absent. 

Note — To  convert  the  above  parts  per  100,000  into 
grains  per  gallon  multiply  by  0 7. 

“ Free  chlorine  reaction  ” — 0*2.  part  per  million. 


Bacteriological  Results. 
No.  of  Colonies  per  c.c.  or  ml.  : 

On  Agar  at  37  °C  in  : 1 day 

2 days 

On  Agar  at  20°C  in  : 3 days 


1 

2 

1 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  : 
Bact.  Coli 
Cl.  welchii 


Present  — Absent  100  c.c. 
Present  — Absent  100  c.c. 
Present  — Absent  100  c.c. 


Signed  : Gordon  Miles,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  drainage  and  sewerage  from  the 
Kingswood  Urban  area  is  treated  at  the  Sewage  Works,  Conham, 
which  is  controlled  by  the  Kingswood  and  Warmley  Joint  Sewerage 
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Committee.  A full  description  of  these  Works  has  appeared  in 
previous  reports.  The  Works  have  operated  satisfactorily  and  no 
complaints  were  received  during  the  period  under  review.  The 
Sewerage  Works  Manager  maintains  constant  vigilance  to  prevent 
the  passage  into  the  Works  of  injurious  chemical  wastes  which 
may  adversely  effect  the  purification  process.  During  October 
1944,  a quantity  of  chemical  waste  was  inadvertenly  passed  from 
an  Engineering  Works  into  the  Council's  sewers.  The  circumstances 
were  fully  investigated  and  suitable  steps  taken  to  prevent  repetition. 

By  arrangement,  a few  houses  on  the  fringe  of  the  district, 
drain  into  sewers  of  neighbouring  Authorities.  This  of  course, 
only  occurs  when  no  sewer  is  available  within  the  Urban  boundary. 

Owing  to  the  abnormal  conditions  prevailing,  no  sewer  ex- 
tensions were  carried  out,  but  this  is  a matter  which  will  have  to 
receive  consideration  when  more  normal  conditions  prevail.  Sewer 
extension  was  one  of  the  points  dealt  with  in  the  post-War  replanning 
report  submitted  to  the  Council  in  August  1944. 

(c)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  River  Avon,  which  runs  along  the  County/City  boundaries 
at  Conham,  is  under  the  control  of  the  River  Avon  Catchment 
Board,  and  the  Warmley  Brook,  which  empties  into  the  Avon, 
forms  part  of  the  Eastern  boundary  between  the  Urban  District 
and  the  Warmley  Rural  District.  Two  cases  of  alleged  pollution 
of  this  brook — one  due  to  seepage  from  pigstyes  and  another  con- 
cerning oily  deposits  from  a factory — were  investigated  and  dealt 
with. 

(d)  Closet  Accommodation. 

Generally  speaking,  houses  in  the  district  are  on  the  water- 
carriage  system.  In  a few  instances  it  was  possible  to  secure 
provision  of  adequate  flushing  arrangements.  A considerable 
number  of  the  older  dwellings  in  the  district  are  without  such 
facilities  and  this  matter  will  receive  closer  attention  as  soon  as 
circumstances  permit. 

(e)  Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

The  Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  Service  has  been  maintained 
at  a reasonable  level  although  there  have  been  difficulties  in  ob- 
taining suitable  labour.  The  district  is  covered  by  one  full-time 
collection  team  (driver  and  three  loaders)  operating  six  days  per 
week,  and  one  part-time  team  operating  two  days  per  week.  Two 
covered  Karrier  Bantam  vehicles  are  used.  Refuse  is  disposed  of 
by  means  of  controlled  tipping  at  two  points — Mount  Hill  Tip, 
acquired  in  1941,  which  is  used  during  the  Summer  months,  and 
the  Church  Road  tip  which  ismsed  during  the  Winter  months  only. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Church  Road  tip  was  practically  com- 
pleted and  when  finally  layered,  will  be  closed.  In  its  Recon- 
struction Report,  the  Council  envisaged  that  the  site  will  ultimately 
be  converted  into  a playing  field.  The  collection  of  salvage  has 
been  maintained,  but  despite  appeals  by  the  Government  and  in 
the  Press,  there  has  been  a tendency  for  salvage  collections  to  fall. 
Paper,  textiles,  bones,  jars,  etc.,  are  disposed  of  through  private 
channels  and  kitchen  waste  is  organised  as  a separate  collection  by 
the  Bristol  Corporation,  who  service  the  district  three  times  per 
week.  The  following  tables  show  the  quantity  of  salvage  collected 
from  January  1944  to  December  1945. 


1944 

1945 

Material 

Weight 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

T.  C.  Q. 

' £ 

T.  C.  Q. 

£ 

Paper 

121  8 1 

809 

no  li  2 

691 

Rags  

9 - - 

98 

6 2- 

65 

Bones 

5 1 2 

24 

2 6- 

12 

Kitchen  Waste 

j 264  9 - 

— 

270  2 - 

— 

j Scrap  Iron 

30  10  1 

46 

- - - 

— 

Rubber  ... 

3 18  3 

10 

- - - 

— 

Gram.  Records 

8 2 

10 

- - - 

- 

Bottles  ... 

1 

— 

8 6 2 

20 

Jars  

1,428  doz. 

62 

472  doz. 

24 

i 

Costs  of  the  public  cleansing  and  salvage  services  for  the 
financial  years  1/4/44  to  31/3/46  were  as  follows  : — 


Cleansing.  Salvage. 


- 

1944—5. 

1945—6. 

1944 — -j 

5.  1945 — i 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Expenditure 

..  1,918 

1,685 

1,329 

1,113 

Income  ... 

15 

9 

1,332 

1,189 

Net 

...  1,903* 

1,676 

Cr.  3 

Cr.  76 

* This  total  includes  £4:22  loan  charges  on  Mount  Hill  Tip. 


(/)  Sanitary  Inspections. 

Routine  sanitary  inspections,  on  complaint  and  otherwise, 
have  been  carried  out  as  shown  in  the  appended  tables.  Difficulties 
in  the  supply  of  materials  and  manpower  shortage,  have  been  much 
in  evidence,  and  a considerable  amount  of  latitude  has  perforce  to 
be  shown  in  requiring  execution  of  repairs  and  maintenance  work. 
There  will  be  considerable  leeway  to  be  made  up  when  more  normal 
conditions  prevail. 
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Notices 

Visits 

(Primary  & 
Re-visits) 

Defect  or  nuisance 

Informal 

Statutory 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

73 

Accumulations 

38 

36 

1 

1 

20 

Animals  kept 

5 

4 

— 

— ■ 

54 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Cesspools 

5 

4 

1 

1 

59 

Closets — W.C. 

42 

25 

— • 

— 

79 

Cowsheds  & Dairies 

24 

20 

2 

— - 

Drainage  'j  Absen  ce  of 

3 

2 

— 

— 

790 

and  j-Obstructions  . . . 

114 

114 

— 

— 

Sewerage  J Defective 

13 

10 

17 

17 

14 

Dustbins 

6 

6 

— . 

— 

182 

Factories 

16 

15 

1 

1 

521 

Premises— Defective  ...  j 

140 

75 

2 

2* 

53 

Dirty  and 

Verminous 

25 

23 

2 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Smoke  nuisance  ... 

1 

1 

— ■ 

— 

55 

Van  Dwellings 

4 

4 

— 

— 

7 

Shops 

2 

2 

— • 

— 

20 

Sinks — 'Absence  of  or 

defective 

11 

8 

_ 

24 

Water  supply 

11 

11 

1 

— 

— 

* Proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case  and  the  summons  was  withdrawn 
on  execution  of  the  work. 


Other  Inspections  and  Visits. 


Cleansing  and  Salvage  1,090 

Food  Premises  (unsound  food  etc.)  ...  ...  209 

Ice  Cream  premises  . . . ...  ...  ...  20 

Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Petroleum  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  ...  ...  152 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Scabies  Order  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Conveniences  and  Mortuary  ...  ...  ...  133 

Fumigations — Post  I. D.  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Interviews  on  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  267 

Sampling — Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  560 

IceCream  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ;..  ...  ...  ...  561 
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(g)  Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises. 

The  cleansing  of  dirty  and  verminous  premises  is  a troublesome 
problem,  as  it  is  generally  found  that  the  type  of  person  who  allows 
the  property  to  become  so  dirty  or  verminous  as  to  warrant  official 
action  is  often  difficult  to  deal  with.  Proceedings  were  taken 
against  the  occupier  of  one  very  dirty  premises  and  a fine  of  £1 
and  costs  imposed.  The  following  are  particulars  of  houses  found 


infested  and  treated  : — 

Number  of  Council  Houses  infested  ...  3 

Number  of  Council  Houses  disinfested  ...  3 

Privately  owned  dwellings  infested  ...  8 

Privately  owned  dwellings  disinfested  ...  8 


The  method  usually  employed  for  freeing  houses  infested  with 
bugs  is  as  follows  : — 

Walls  are  stripped,  skirtings,  picture  rails,  architraves  etc., 
are  removed,  treated  with  a blow  lamp  and  sprayed  with  vermicide. 
All  crevices  in  walls  are  seared  with  a blow  lamp  and  sprayed.  A 
proprietary  fumigating  agent  is  then  burnt  in  each  room  and  the 
premises  sealed.  If  live  vermin  are  seen  after  the  first  treatment, 
the  fumigation  is  repeated.  Where  infestation  is  not  heavy,  the 
spraying  method  has  been  carried  out  with  effective  results. 

Several  cases  of  flea  infestation  were  reported  and  experimental 
work  was  carried  out  with  the  use  of  “ lethane  ” sawdust  made  up 
to  a formula  kindly  supplied  by  the  Bristol  Health  Department. 
Results  were  effective. 

(h)  Schools. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  in  school  premises  in  the  area 
has  been  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  any  matters  requiring 
attention  have  been  referred  to  the  appropriate  Department. 

(i)  Shops  and  Offices. 

Inspections  have  been  made  on  complaint  and  suitable  action 
taken  to  remedy  defects. 

(j)  Camping  Sites. 

The  following  particulars  are  given  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

(i)  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for  camping 

purposes  1944/45  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(it)  Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 
have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act 

1936  3 

(Hi)  Estimated  number  of  campers  resident  in  the 

area  at  one  time  7 
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For  some  years  the  Council  have  followed  the  policy  of  dis- 
couraging the  use  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  area.  They  are 
not  easy  to  control  and  often  become  a source  of  nuisance. 

(k)  Smoke  Abatement. 

With  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  Bristol  and  District 
Regional  Smoke  Abatement  Council,  set  up  in  1938  to  deal  with 
problems  of  smoke  abatement,  was  revived  and  is  again  doing 
useful  work.  As  a district,  Kingswood  is  but  little  troubled  with 
industrial  smoke,  but  my  report  on  this  subject  would  not  be 
complete  if  I did  not  refer  to  the  objectionable  practice  of  leather 
burning  which  occurs  not  only  in  boot  factories,  but  in  private 
houses.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  the  new  temporary  houses 
there  is  a type  of  range  used  which  will  burn  smokeless  fuel  and  this 
is  an  example  which  could  well  be  followed.  It  is  surely  as  im- 
portant to  have  clean  air  to  breathe  as  it  is  to  have  pure  food  to 
eat. 

(l)  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1919. 

Following  a survey  of  the  District  in  1943  (carried  out  under 
“ Direction  ” of  the  Ministry  of  Food),  further  discussion  took 
place  between  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  County  Council  and  this 
Authority  in  regard  to  delegation  of  powers  under  the  Rats  and 
Mice  (Destruction)  Act  1919.  On  the  12th  July  1944,  the  County 
Council  formally  delegated  these  powers  under  the  Act  and  since 
this  date  administrative  responsibility  for  the  operation  of  the  Act 
has  rested  with  the  Council.  On  the  24th  July  1944,  the  Minister 
of  Food  directed  the  Authority  to  take  such  action  as  required  from 
time  to  time  to  remedy  infestations  in  the  area.  A rat  disin- 
festation section  was  set  up  and  a Rodent  Operative  engaged  in 
November  1944.  The  first  major  work  to  be  undertaken  was  the 
baiting  of  the  sewerage  system  throughout  the  district.  This  work, 
which  was  carried  out  on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Ministry, 
commenced  on  the  5th  February  1945,  and  was  finished  mid- June 
1945.  All  manholes  in  the  area  were  pre-baited  for  four  days  : 
if  “ takes  ” were  recorded,  poison  bait  (Zinc  Phosphide  with  Rusk) 
was  put  down  on  the  fifth  day  and  the  “ kill  ” estimated  according 
to  the  amount  of  poison  bait  consumed.  Where  poison  “ takes  ’’ 
were  recorded,  a second  treatment  followed  after  an  interval  of 
four  weeks,  Barium  Carbonate  with  bread  mash  base  being  the 
poison.  The  following  figures  summarise  the  extent  of  disin- 
festation work  on  the  sewers  : — 


Pre-baits  laid 

...  2,766  'j 

| Estimated  “ kill  ” 

Pre-baits  taken 

...  2,379  | 

1 according  to 

Poison  baits  laid  ... 

117 

1 Ministry  of  Food 

Poison  baits  taken 

114  J 

| formula — 1,297. 

34 


The  approximate  cost  was  £220  of  which  50  per  cent  was 
recoverable  from  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

An  analysis  of  the  results  show  two  interesting  features  (i)  the 
infestation  of  sewers  was  not  as  heavy  as  anticipated  ; only  three 
of  the  nine  sections  having  poison  “ takes  ” on  second  treatment  : 
(it)  the  major  infestation  occurred  in  the  older  part  of  the  district 
where  it  could  be  assumed  that  there  were  some  defective  drainage 
systems.  Little  or  no  infestation  was  traced  in  parts  where  more 
modern  developments  had  taken  place. 

On  completion  of  the  sewer  treatment,  attention  was  given  to 
routine  rat  destruction  work  throughout  the  district.  The  publicity 
given  in  the  National  Press  to  the  rat  menace  was  effective  in 
focusing  public  attention  on  the  need  for  their  extermination.  The 
services  of  the  Rodent  Operative  are  available  to  occupiers  of 
premises  at  reasonable  cost,  or  his  helpful  advice  is  given  free  where 
persons  prefer  to  carry  out  treatment  themselves.  Over  1,000 
visits  (inspection,  treatment  and  re-visit)  were  made  and  some 
600  to  700  rats  destroyed  by  poison.  No  estimate  is  made  as  to 
the  number  of  rats  destroyed  by  gassing  as  the  rats  die  in  the 
burrows,  but  the  number  must  be  considerable. 


(m)  Housing. 

In  my  Report  for  1939/1943,  I summarised  the  work  carried 
out  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  years  1934/1939  and,  as 
there  has  been  no  further  action  to  deal  with  Clearance  Areas  or 
individually  unfit  houses  owing  to  war  conditions,  those  figures 
remain  as  an  up-to-date  record. 

In  1944  the  Council  gave  consideration  to  the  provision  of 
houses  which  would  become  necessary  in  the  immediate  post-war 
years.  To  this  end  they  acquired  several  parcels  of  land  to  be  laid 
out  as  “ ghost  ” estates  in  preparation  for  the  erection  of  houses. 
The  cessation  of  hostilities  in  the  European  and  Far  Eastern  theatres 
of  War  during  the  year  1945  gave  further  stimulus  to  the  Council's 
policy,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  progress  had  been 
made  : — 

“ Woodyleaze  ” Estate,  Hanham.  (Extension  of  Hanham  Housing 
Site). 

7T97  acres  of  land  acquired  by  agreement  for  £2,535  to  ac- 
commodate 69  permanent  houses.  Roads,  sewers  and  services  laid 
under  Bristol  Corporation  Group  Contract  at  a cost  of  £6,250  (est.) 
Tender  for  the  first  22  houses  costing  £22,559  accepted,  and  building 
commenced.  Lay  out  for  further  47  houses  prepared. 
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Russell  Avenue,  Kingswood. 

24  acres  of  land  acquired  by  agreement  for  £1,737  to  ac- 
commodate 28  permanent  houses.  Sewer  and  Builders’  Road  in 
situ.  Tender  for  erection  of  28  houses  costing  £29,582  accepted. 

Woodstock,  Kingswood. 

6J  acres  of  land  acquired  by  Council  in  1938  as  part  of  the 
Woodstock  Housing  Estate,  but  left  undeveloped.  Cost  of  this 
portion  £2,039.  Extension  of  the  Estate  by  construction  of  59 
permanent  houses  agreed  to.  Tenders  under  consideration. 

Church  Road,  Hanham. 

0 56  acre  of  land  acquired  by  Council  prior  to  1939  at  a cost  of 
£386.  Construction  of  six  permanent  houses  agreed  to.  Tenders 
under  consideration. 

“ The  Hollies  ” Kingswood. 

18’984  acres  of  land  acquired  by  agreement  for  £7,150,  to 
accommodate  139  permanent  houses  plus  a small  shopping  area 
centrally  situated.  Roads,  sewers  and  services  in  course  of 
construction  under  Bristol  Corporation  Group  Contract  at  a cost 
of  £17,000  (est.).  Layout  of  site  prepared. 

North  Park,  New  Cheltenham  Road,  Kingswood. 

0-72  acres  of  land  acquired  by  the  Council  in  1942  at  a cost  of 
£103,  to  accommodate  10  houses.  Layout  prepared  and  tenders 
under  consideration. 

Courtney  Road,  Kingswood. 

Site  for  construction  of  ten  temporary  prefabricated  houses 
leased  from  owner.  Houses  in  course  of  construction. 

Land,  Holly  Hill,  Kingswood  (G.  Davis). 

2-219  acres  of  land  acquired  at  a cost  of  £1,000.  This  was 
partially  developed,  together  with  an  adjacent  island  site  included 
in  “ The  Hollies  ” purchase,  for  the  construction  of  21  temporary 
houses.  Remainder  of  land  for  future  development. 

Hollow  Road,  Kingswood. 

Parcel  of  land  to  accommodate  19  temporary  houses,  leased 
from  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council  for  15  years.  Development 
not  commenced. 
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The  lettings  policy  to  be  adopted  when  houses  became  available, 
was  also  considered  by  the  Housing  Committee  on  several  occasions. 
A “ Points  ” Scheme  was  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Council 
to  be  used  as  a guide  in  the  allocation  of  Council  houses.  It  was 
felt  that  no  points  scheme  could  do  more  than  offer  a basis  of 
selection  and  each  applicant  would  require  further  consideration 
in  the  light  of  individual  needs.  At  the  end  of  1945  there  were 
556  applicants  for  Council  houses  on  the  files,  the  vast  majority  of 
whom  had  no  separate  dwelling.  The  Ministry  of  Health  pointed 
out  in  their  circular  109/45  that,  in  the  assessment  of  need,  the  lack 
of  a separate  home  should  generally  be  regarded  as  an  outstanding 
example  of  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions. 

Although  the  programme  outlined  above  shows  substantial 
progress  in  the  comparatively  .ghort  period  following  the  end  of 
hostilities,  the  dire  need  for  houses  in  the  area  generally  gives  no 
room  for  complacency,  and  for  some  time  to  come  all  the  energies 
of  the  Council  will  need  to  be  directed  to  the  provision  of  homes  for 
those  in  need. 


(n)  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(i)  Milk  Supply.  Throughout  the  year  1944,  experimental 
sampling  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme 
was  continued,  335  samples  being  taken  for  examination.  19 
samples  were  also  taken  under  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council 
Scheme. 


National  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

1944. 

Category  “A”  Category  “B”  Category  “C”  Total. 
265  39  31  335 

Following  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  not  to  release  results  for  the  confidential  use  of  the  Council's 
Officers,  the  assistance  given  to  the  Provincial  Dairy  Bacteriologist 
was  withdrawn.  During  1945  milk  sampling  under  the  Glouces- 
tershire County  Council  Scheme  was  resumed.  The  following 
tables  show  the  results  of  the  samples  taken  : — 


V 


ANALYSIS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  1945. 
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The  proposed  Heat  Treatment  Scheme  for  all  milk  sold  in  the 
area,  which  was  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  was  not  implemented 
during  the  year. 

(it)  Ice  Cream.  16  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  for 
analysis.  A number  were  unsatisfactory  and  steps  were  taken  to 
trace  and  eliminate  the  cause  of  the  contamination. 

(Hi)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection.  Routine  visits  are  made  from 
time  to  time  to  all  food  premises  and  the  relationship  between  the 
Inspectors  and  the  Food  Trades  has  been  most  co-operative. 

Quantities  of  unsound  food  were  inspected  and  dealt  with  by 
the  issue  of  informal  confiscation  notes.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
exercise  the  formal  powers  of  seizure  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act. 


Condemnation  Meat  and  Other  Foods  1944 — 45. 


Bacon 

Butter 

Biscuits 

Cake 

Canned  Fish 
Canned  Fruit 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Vegetables 
Canned  Beans 
Canned  Soup 
Condensed  Milk 
Cheese 
Chocolate 
Dates 

Egg  Powder 
Fish  Paste  ... 
Flour 

Jam  and  Syrup 

Lard 

Liver 

Macaroni 

Meat 

Meat  Paste 
Oranges 
Potatoes 
Rice 

Rolled  Oats 

Sausages 

Soya  Flour  . . . 

Sultanas 

Sugar 

Tea 


122  lbs. 
83  „ 


96  tins 
8 ,> 
108  „ 
23  „ 
70  ,, 
45  „ 
60  „ 
67  lbs. 
66  „ 
280  ,, 

2 pkts. 
12  jars 
9 lbs. 
52  tins 
8 lbs. 
113  ,, 
112  „ 
182  „ 

2 jars 
163  lbs. 

56  ,, 
40  ,, 
40  „ 

3 ,, 
503  ,, 
100  ,, 
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(o)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933. 

4 licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  issued  to  slaughtermen. 


(p)  Mortuary  and  Conveniences. 

The  following  is  a record  of  cases  received  into  the  Mortuary  : — 


Date 

Sex 

Age 

Address 

Post 

mortem 

held 

Cause  of  death 

22/4/44 

F. 

67  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Coronary  athroma 

9/7/44 

M. 

52  years 

Hanham 

Yes 

Multiple  injuries — 
accidental 

10/7/44 

M. 

53  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

4/9/44 

M. 

64  years 

Kingswood 

No. 

Bronchitis 

20/10/44 

M. 

63  years 

Kingswood 

No 

Self  inflicted  throat 
wound 

16/11/44 

M. 

46  years 

Fishponds 

No. 

Strangulation  (suicide) 

21/11/44 

F. 

6 months 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Bronchial  Pneumonia 

12/1/45 

M. 

42  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Multiple  injuries — 
accidental 

2/2/45 

M. 

64  years 

Hanham 

Yes 

Coronary  athroma 

1/3/45 

M. 

83  years 

Cadbury 

Heath 

Yes 

Heart  Failure 

30/3/45 

M. 

8 years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Accidental  drowning 

14/4/45 

M. 

27  years 

Downend 

Yes 

Drowning 

1/5/45 

F. 

48  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Drowning 

8/5/45 

M. 

9 years 

Warmley 

Yes 

Accidental  drowning 

20/5/45 

M. 

60  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Drowning 

12/6/45 

F. 

86  years 

Longwell 

Green 

Yes 

Senility 

19/6/45 

F. 

80  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Myocardial 

degeneration 

2/7/45 

M. 

60  years 

Unknown 

Yes 

Drowning 

5/9/45 

F. 

75  years 

Longwell 

Green 

Yes 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

6/9/45 

M. 

54  years 

Cadbury 

Heath 

Yes 

Myocardial 

degeneration 

12/9/45 

F. 

78  years 

Doynton 

Yes 

Heart  Failure 

14/9/45  ! 

M. 

64  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Heart  Failure 

15/9/45 

M. 

6 years 

Warmley 

Yes 

Shock  caused  by  severe 
burns.  Accidental 

8/10/45 

M. 

61  years 

Hanham 

Yes 

Multiple  injuries — 

accidental 

29/10/45 

M. 

74  years 

Hanham 

Yes 

Coronary  Occlusion 

28/11/45 

F. 

66  years 

Bedminster 

Yes 

Drowning 

4/12/45 

M. 

66  years 

Kingswood 

Yes 

Arteric  Sclerosis 

17/12/45 

M. 

62  years 

Warmley 

Yes 

Heart  Disease 

29/12/45 

M. 

3 years 

Hanham 

Yes 

Wilful  murder 

The  sum  of  £196  16s.  9d.  was  collected  from  the  Council’s 
Public  Conveniences. 

(i q ) Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928. 

Licences  issued  under  this  Act  are  as  follows  : — 

Petrol.  Year  1944  ...  26  Year  1945  ...  27 

Carbide  Year  1944  ...  1 Year  1945  ...  1 
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(r)  Remarks. 

The  two  years  period  covered  by  this  Report  have  been 
difficult  : in  some  respects,  even  more  difficult  than  the  earlier 
War  years.  The  somewhat  unexpected  transition  from  War  to 
Peace,  the  acceleration  of  the  Housing  programme,  and  the  efforts 
to  reconcile  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  with  the  desire  of 
inhabitants  to  deal  with  accumulated  arrears  of  maintenance  and 
repair  work,  have  all  added  to  the  normal  every  day  problem. 
Solutions  are  not  always  readily  to  hand. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council  for  their  continued  confidence 
and  support  and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  unfailing 
courtesy  and  guidance. 


I am,  Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  E.  CURTIS, 

Senior  Health  Inspector. 


October , 1946. 


